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MIDTOWN ROTARY SPONSORS STUDENT IN
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
BY ANDREA LUNA

Their Midtown vintage market draws thousands
of customers
To these upbeat volunteers, every animal is a
priority

NNB Student Reporter
Her job: make white people aware of blacks’
struggles
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The Midtown Rotary
His work graces public places and private homes
around the country

is sponsoring two exchange students this year as
part of the Rotary Youth Exchange Program. The
local rotary provides a host family, a small

At the age of 6, she knew what she wanted to be

stipend and different volunteer opportunities for
the students to be involved in.

Andrea Luna | NNB
The Comiskey’s and Pimtip Pim Promegerd.

Joe Smith, 50, is the president elect of the

They shared a childhood of tense times, warm
memories
He rocks ‘n’ rolls in a music buff’s dream job

Midtown Rotary club.

Photojournalist finds her bliss behind the camera

“If you know people you don’t go to war with them. We strive to influence the youth of the nation,” Smith

Unsavory people and heinous crimes? That’s his
beat

said in a telephone interview.
Pimtip Pim Promgerd, 17, is from Thailand and living in the states for the next year.
Her host family, the Comsikey’s welcomed her into their home as their son, Andrew Comiskey, ventured

By being honest about who he is, he makes a
difference
13 Years later, she’s back as a teacher and role
model

off to the Czech Republic.

A Sunday tradition: faith and fancy hats

“We hope she has a good time and that she likes us,” Nancy Comiskey said.

For Times photojournalist, life’s a day at the
beach

Promegerd attends high school, rotary events and is helping out the Interact Club at the Academy Prep

Pop open a cold one at Midtown’s 3 Daughters
Brewing

School in Midtown on their mission to help an under funded school in Thailand.
“Pim is an integral part of that project, she will be speaking to the students about Thailand and she may
even know the school that the students are trying to help. Do you see the connection and impact?”
Smith asks.

Polish distillery brings distinctive spirits to
Midtown
On patrol, the routine can suddenly turn serious
At alternative weekly, food and drink are her
beats

When you think about it, these young people are extremely courageous. They are immersed in a
different culture, living with strangers, sometimes barely knowing the language, and they serve the host

Passionate piano, colorful footwear help him
coach journalists

community.
Promegerd is enrolled at Saint Petersburg High School.
“The first week of school I bowed when I passed older people. In Thailand we cannot color our nails, we
have to cut our nails, and we have to pull back our hair. We wear uniform and skirt that is down to your

Mining disaster helped steel him for a new
career in public relations
As college building goes up, he’s a maestro in
Midtown

knees,” Promgerd said.

School strives to break the cycle of generational
poverty

The kids also behave differently.

He finds the facts, the people and the payments
that elude others

“In school here I see boyfriend and girlfriend holding hands and kissing. In Thailand it’s rude,”

He lives his son’s dream, every step of the way

Promegerd said.

Lorene’s is still thriving after two decades in The
Deuces

Making new friends has also been difficult.

Inside a struggling middle school, the student
newspaper is thriving
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“In Thailand when I study, it’s all the same friends in one class and we will make more friendship,”
Promegerd said.
Promegerd also revealed what she gave up to have this experience.
“My mom told me that if I not come here she would buy me a car and I come here,” Promegerd laughs,
“but when I go back my mom will buy me a car.”
The program also ensures that the students experience different parts of the American culture.
“I went to baseball game, I can’t understand that,” Promegerd said about a recent Rays game she
attended.
Promegerd will spend a full year in America and will have to readjust her mannerisms when she returns
home.
“My mom told me here it is more relaxed. When I go back to Thailand you have to forget about more
relaxed,” Promegerd giggles.
The Midtown Rotary hopes that these students take a piece of St. Petersburg back home with them, and
that the whole experience impacts their life for a long time.

“We want these students to be citizens of the world and not just their country,” Smith reflects.
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